Li pis) 


MCC 


Lae 


CONTENTS 


“MEDICALLY, FINANCIALLY, AND SOCIALLY, 
HIV CHANGES YOUR LIFE FOREVER.” 


22 == == 
32 = 


CONTENTS 


z 5 
; aT 
ered 
es Vision 
. = 
Peaches 
bei bacela — 
“ Voter Purges 3 Documentary 
Seeeeeree aene Sr oC an 
Poeeie eatin Poe selma aie 
pd al ets 
, = 
— ‘curating it.by Faith-Marie Zambié 
. a 
SS , 
. = eters gerenporeitici 
Sone , aa 
posseiani 
= 
tose seeped 
pseeases 
ar 
sta Poetry 
» eaten one 
Bae neers 
eine 
inet 
cece uen ies 
“een ee , ae 


50 ‘by Bd Spivey Je. 


Pt oe Day yt negra a Da ‘aprit 2020 


12 LOVE LETTERS 
ON FAITH, IDENTITY, AND 
GROWING UP BLACK 


ivp #read 


ypress.com 


Faith and purpose. Community and trust. 
Love and sharing. These are among the 
values at the root of our comprehensive 
financial services — for the full range of your 
life experiences. See how this fresh outlook 
can further your lasting impact in the world, 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Earlier this year, President Trump dubiously proclaimed that he was 
committed to “conserving the majesty of Gods creation’—even while 
his administration continued to strip protections for clean air and water 
and double down on actions that will accelerate climate collapse. Clean-water activist Mari 
Copeny, below, who pointed to the dangerous lead levels in the water of hundreds of U.S.cities, 
rising asthma rates, and the lack of regulations on hazardous chemicals, offered an unambig- 
uous response to Trump: "please stop lying to the world.” 

The 12-year-old Copeny, aka’"Little Miss Flinthas a way of cutting through the chaos 
and offering clear perspective. (After the Super Bowl she tweeted: "Hey. Can | get the same 
amount of outrage over America's lack of clean water as some of ya'll have over the Super 
Bowl hatftime performance, please.’)"Isaiah 11:6 leaders’ ike Copeny, 13-year-old gun control 
activist Naomi Wadler, Greta Thunberg,and so many others offer what we desperately need 
right now: Hope for a different kind of future. As Copeny put it this winter:"Hey adults. Can 
you please stop acting like toddlers.—Signed, the kids of America.” 
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Voices 


OUR LAST, BEST CHANCE? 


We're living in a fearful time, and 2020 has thus far 
served to amplify and validate many ofour fears about 
the future of the nation, our faith, and the world. 
What's at stake this year is perhaps a last chance to 
decisively reject the overt white nationalism that 
we're up against, which is as bold and brazen as at 
any time in decades, 

Theracism that has been presentin this land since 
before the founding of this nation, anation built on the 
forced labor of kidnapped Africans and the displace- 
ment and genocide of Indigenous people, represents 
America’s original sin. Thehistory of the US. is one of 
halting, tentative steps toward repenting of that sin, 
juxtaposed against white people doubling down on 


“WHITE NATIONALISM 
15 AS BOLD AND 
‘BRAZEN AS AT ANY 
‘TIME IN DECADI 
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cextricabelinkbetween the 


THIS MOMENT rates 


tion. Theyare both central 


strategies ofthe current re 
ime and the white power 
structure more broadly to 


tentrench white minority 


REPENTANCE Cec 


cy-Letsbeabsolutely clear 


ONANATIONAL = 
SCALE.” cen 


ly for people of color—we 
willlose the authenticity of 


‘our futh, This movernent 
toward fascism and white 
nationalist which wesee 
around the world isledby 
one of the most effective 
marketers of America’s 
worst instincts and de- 
mons, Donald Trump, 
‘What is at stake isa 
eri test of democracy and a 
racist systems, structures, and beliefs. It'simportant {25 rian. thetutuneof 
tonote that repentance doesnot mean feelingbad or the nation an the future 
sorrybutrather stopping, turningaround, and going _! the church. That’ why 


. 4 in prayerin this moment 
in anew direction. We are at a moment of national jf ngeed for repentance 


decision, between repentance on the one hand and ona national sale. am 
active retreat from that progress on the other, mean-_ *k8God tobelpusstop 


3 Agee *  theovertwhitenationalism 
ing the reaffirmation and reinstitution of America’s iopsineeestelsuatomet 
original sin. a president and a polities 


Lent is traditionally a time for deep reflection, P#ttyand turn us ina new 

often with prayer, fasting, study, and repentance. 

Given the crisis we are now facing in both nation Lent with deeper prayer 

\ and church, such deep Lenten reflection is urgently and regular fasting per. 
needed. Answering the questions that Jesus asked {ie full_and asking God 
during his ministry, as I laid out my book Christ in what repentance, tum- 


Crisis, is the best response to our current political, ins sound and soins is 


uo 


JimWelisseatorinenier moral, and religious crisis. It’s aresponse that could jyvareforusinthiscrucid 
of Syoursers masssiee. set usonapath toward truenational repentance from time . 
mu America’s original sin. a 
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A WORLDWIDE WEB 
OF PROTEST 


‘A robust global media quickly spreads symbols tactics, 
‘ond lessons leamed—for both protesters and govermments. 


{Inless than two weeks in Inte 2019, three heads of government (in Iraq Leb- 
‘anon, and Bolivia) agreed to step down under pressure from mass protest. 
Earlier last year, long-standing military dictators in Sudan and Algeria were 
{orced from power following popular uprisings. 

‘On their own, these events are remarkable. What makes them truly. 
extraordinary is that they came amid.a worldwide protest wave from Hong, 
Kong to Manipur to Chile that has toppled governments, led to new social 
policies, and challenged basie economic structures 

Authoritarian regimes arenot protesters’ only targets In Chile, consid- 
cred an oasis of stability in South America, protests triggered by a hike in 
subway fares have grown into popular demands foran end tocorruption and 
‘economic inequality. And the global climate movement has used walkouts, 
sit-ins, and civil disobedience to dramatize the need for urgent action, In 


2 mutation ny Micheal George Haddad ‘pri 2020 


each ease, popular dissatisfaction with 
traditional institutional approaches has “AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES 


fncourageda turn toextavinstitutional ARE NO¥ PROTESTERS? 
Gandat timesextra-lga reitance, ONLY TARGETS.” 
‘Surprisingly thisproliferntionofpeoe 

ple-power movernents bas talen place 
fei prod of deciningflectivencs FESTIVAL OF 

imovements, While around 70 petent 
of major nonviolent movements in the begining ofthe Arab Spring in Tunisia, HOMILETICS 
1990ssueceeded, onlyarounda0 percent the Syriangovernmenthad already crafted see aoe 
store 20160 S017 rotege have 2ategy fo soi oct poplar wsng eeenea ena 


‘been easier to start but more difficult to atts inception. 

eolve.So tave the movements or2o1s Governments and corporstions are 

broken these trends? also rapidly spreading practical tools to May 18-22, 2020 | Atlanta 
‘We link the declining rates of effec- Prevent and respond to dissent. China is 

tiveness and their potential reversal to # pioneer in this. Having built their own 

theemergence of parallel global networks surveillance tate with millions of AI-pow- 

ofprotestersandrepressive governments _ ¢red facial recognition cameras, Chinese 

Guindtatoahigetntdenteatco,wne companies now distribute their technol- Speakers to includ 

use increasingaccesstoglobal information RY and expertise to dozens of countries, 


tormpllylegntrom eneanother This ieluding democracies such as Germany Traci Blackmon 
teansthatideas symbols andtacticsthat 0FDenmark, ‘oki iain 
Tothhelpmovementesucceedan/saccess- ‘International earning networks are 

fillysunpross them spread quickly Rem notthe only portant factor influencing ‘Anna Carter Florence 
their origins to other struggles. Inthepast, Protest movements’ success. When taking Ellen F. Davis 

‘waves of successful protests often lasted _ domesticpolitical conditions into account, 

Jous Whatweare ecingnowsand are somescholarsfindlitlornosignfcantin Carmen Agra Deedy 


likely to see more of in the future—are _temmationalinfluence onprotestsatall Our 


short, sharp waves of successful protests understanding of any protest movement Uenoy Duncan: 


followed by short waves of failures. ‘must be deeply rooted inthe specificities Teresa Fry Brown 
‘Activists learning from struggles in ofitscontext 

cthercountresis nothing new Marin And while sola media and global Nelchele'Guldry 

Luther King JrandJamesLawsonstudied  Teamingnetworks accelerate mass mobil Cynthia Hale 


the ideas and tacties of the Indian inde- _#tion, successful movements also require 
pendence movement Youngactivitswho  oFganization and resilience. Organizing 
Trourhcaded ne succesfulbulldoer Rey. stcture, including church-based net- Kotie Hays 
dlutionagainstSerbianPresidentSlobodan Fs, afinity groups and neighborhood 

‘Milosevic trained other activists who went committees, build the trust, relationships, 


Katharine Hayhoe 


Rolf Jacobson 


Gntolcalthcirownsuccestilmovements and commitment necessary to sustain Raquel S. Lettsome 
in Georgi Ulssine and Egypt. thestrugele amid repression, And finally, Baca 

‘Whats new today is the speed ofthis structural changes take time and deep croline Lewis 
learning In20iLonlywecksafterEgyptian orzanizing something that can be lst in Bill McKibben 
activists occupying Cairo's TahrirSquare _thespeed of modern-day protests, 
forced President Hosni Mubarak from Last year the world saw incredible sue- Yay J: Moots 
power, their tactic was being replicated — <tesforprotessindiicltercurstances Otis Moss Ill 


incities across the Middle East, Months _Yetitis likely that this peak willbe followed 
later, it inspired the Occupy WallStreet bya reversal as repressive governments Cah scee 
movement in the US.Social mediaisoften learn fromeach other's failuresand adapt to Matthew Skinner 
pointed tava key factor fciitating this thenewprotest wave Activist wilhaveto 


ifusion, but the spread soften simpler: _bealertinmaintainingthe speed with which ephasl Wamoes 


‘Arobust global media can easily spread "hey learn from one another's successes Will Willimon 
symbols, tactics, and lessons learned. ‘and falures—andinvestin thes Jonathan Wilson-H 

‘Butgovernmentsarelearningtoo,atan _Hecessary to maintain their fight for ajust pnathan Wilson Harrys 
increasingly rapid pace, Inthe19805,ittoak Society over the longer term, . Rob Wright 
yemmGnmemeerteny, ee ET 
cea) nemarion en nae —. 
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AMERICA’S 
VANISHING VOTER 


United States follows a disturbing pattern, 


Elections area chance for voters ta throw their support behind leaders 
they thinkare going to best bring about our hopes and visions for what 
this country canbe, But there are alot of reasons why eligible Americans 
‘may have a hard time casting a ballot that counts. One reason is sloppy 
purges ofthe voter rolls. 

urges area practice—often controversial—of election administra 
tors removing oF cancelling voters from registration lists in order to 
update state registration rolls, We all benefit from clean and accurate 
voter rolls, which are used by poll workers to identify who is registered 
tovote. Theres no real dispute that people who are not eligible should 
be removed fram the rolls. Too often, however, purge processes are 
shrouded in secrecy, prone to error, and vulnerable to manipulation. 

Partofthe reason purges are so controversial sbecause more voters 
are being purged than inthe past, and there is no satisfying explanationas 
towhy: Between 2006nd 2008, the US, purged about 2 million voters. 
‘Between 2016 and 2018, however, the US. purged about 17 million votes. 
‘That's an increase of more than 33 percent—during a time when total 
population grovth was about 6 percent and the number of registered 
voters increased by 18 percent, 

‘Another reason purges are controversial are their locations, Bat- 


Aegroundstates ike Ohio and Wisconsin 
Ihave had recent purge flare-ups. Ohio hus 
practice whereby voters who miss one 
election are put on a track for removal 
from therolls Whilevoterscantake steps 
to got themselves off that track, many 
believe that starting the process alter 
rmissingonly one election stoo aggressive 
The US. Supreme Court disagreed, so 
Ohio continues with the practice. Wis- 
consin,on theotherhand, isin the middle 
of acourt dispute with an activist group 
suing the state because the group thinks 
Wisconsin is not purging voters aged 
for removal quickly enough, 
Additionally, states with extensive 
histories of racial discrimination in vot- 
ing such as Texas and Georgia, have had 
high-profile purge attempts. Those two 
are joined by other states with records of 
discrimination invotingso egregious that 
they were requredto follow ertain special 
protocolsuntilthe Supreme Courtisueda 
controversial decision in 2013 mothballing 
those protectiveprotocols which werepart 
ofthe Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
‘Topiutafiner point ont Thosestates 
with the country’s most problematic his- 
{ores of racial discrimination in voting 
Increased ther rate of purges as soon as 
the Supreme Court lifted the important 
protections for minority voters If punge 
Fatesin the countisthatusedtohave those 
protective protocols were thesameas the 
rates in states that never had the, then 
5 many as 11 milion fower individuals 
\wouldhaveboen removed fromvoterrols 
between 2016 and 2018, 
Voters can take steps to protect them- 
selves The easiest wayistoconfirm—reg- 
ularly—that your registration record is 
accurate and uptodate. A good plan is 
check 30 days before the election, a week 
before theelection andthe daybefore the 
election. IFthere isa problem at any of 
‘tosepointsin time volersshould contact 
their local election administrator imme 
dliately 
‘Voler advocates ae going tobe doing 
allwecantoproteet ligblevotersagainst 
purges Voters can help by checking their 
low registrations. Tiss a group effort. 
Our elections matter, and our ability to 
participate them matters even mare. © 


MyraPére is deputy director of the De 
smocraoy Progeam at the Brennan Gentes 
for Justice at New York University Schoo! 
fof Law and a Sojourners conteibuting 
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ANOTHER NUCLEAR THREA 


‘Onan otherwise quict Thanksgiving week: 
‘end last year, the riverbank next to Revere 
Copper and Brass, the company known 
{for making pots and pans that also made 
parts for nuclear weapons, collapsed into 
the Detroit River. The event was missed 
not only by many Detroiters but by most 
‘Americans, who remain largely unaware 
of the dangers of our crumbling former 
nuclear weapons sites. Michigan state 
agencies claimed that no radioactivity 
‘was released by the itera “fall-out"—or 
in this ease, “fll-down’—but can they be 
trusted? Decades of misinformation about 
our nuclear weapons plants should put 
‘everyone on guard. 

‘Workon the United States first atomic 
bomb took place at Detroit's Revere site 
during World War I and the facility con- 
tinued to make uranium rods during the 
(Cold War. During this era, intensive nu- 
‘lear weapons production systematically 
‘contaminated lands surrounding uch De- 
partment of Energy sitesas Rocky Flatsin 
Colorada, Pantex in Texas, and Hanford in 
‘Washington state. As we enter a new era 
‘when these now-defunet sites are either 
remediated orlef tocrumble, what do we 
need to know? 

‘Water safety is only one concern. The 
fact that Michigan's state agencies only 
foundout about hespillafter the Canadian 
sidereported it should beared flag. It took 
‘full week for the states environmental 
‘agency to test the water atthe Revere lo. 
cation, just downstream from the intake 
pipesfor drinking waterformastsoutheast 
‘Michigan residents, Michigan especially 
shouldbe vigilant regarding water safety, 
‘with Flint residents still waiting for safe 
drinking water, 

‘And why hasn't the Environmental 
Protection Agency tested the Detroit Riv: 
cer during the 30 years since Revere was 


“DECADES OF 
MISINFORMATION 
‘ABOUT 00 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
‘PLANTS SHOULD 
PUT US ON GUARD, 


granted Superfund status? A 2011 federal study of the 
Revere site stated, “there is a potential for significant 
residual contamination outside of the period in which 
\Weapons-related production occurred.” This is only 
drop inthe bucket of potential hazards to communities 
surroundingthisandothernuclear weaponssites: Hanford 
is now the fourth most radioactive place on earth, with 
thenearby Columbia River seriously contaminated even 
amid Hanford’s Superfund cleanup. 

‘The failure ofstatehealthagencies to adequately test 
known contaminated areas ina timely manner should 
concern all Americans, I water sourcesare tainted, what 
bout other formsof environmental contamination? Some 
‘nuclear plants sent radioactivity into the air and soll for 
decades. What are the ongoing health impacts of his? And 
how does climatechange pose newrisks stons of nuclear 
‘waste remain in temporary storage around the country? 

‘We need a federal EPA that actively monitors these 
defunct sites without relyingon outdated tests. My newest 
documentary film, Rocky Flats, highlights these issues 
in the Denver area but also sheds lighton the very same 
issues at other sites, These challenges arenat relies from 
thepast either. The National Defense Authorization Act 
of 2020 includes plans to increase, rather than reduce, 
nuclear weapons production 

‘Deeadesofpilingup nuclear waste, the hazards of our 
crumbling defunct nuclear facilities, and the production 
fnew nuclear weapons are issues that confront us al. 
Nuclear weapons production contaminates ai, soll, and 
water-—then and now. What willwedotostopit? 


Noney Wale, founder of Wherewoife Productions, 1s & 
reducer, director, writer, and editor 
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WHAT DOES THE LORD REQUIRE 


OF WHITE WOMEN? 


‘Over the last sic months, I've spoken with multiple white women across 
the country about something am beginning to understand: why white 
‘women have, historically, made disappointingallies to women of color. 

‘These words feel dangerous to utter, [risk alienating women I 
Jove and admire. But they must be spoken in a year when the actions 
and votes of white women will impact the lives of women of color 
and their families more so than any time since women gained suf- 
{frage. We must lean into this hard conversation—and, in the doing, 
place our hope in the power ofthe resurrection, asking brown Jesus 
to illuminate what an alliance with women of color will require of 
‘white women in 2020, 

Anearly race lawin the colony of Maryland, where Harriett Tubman 
‘wasenslaved, mandated thatany white woman who married an enslaved 
black man would herself become a slave until her husband died. By the 
antebellum er, twas established that white women could note enslaved 
Dut that ownership oftheir property (including theirbodies) transferred 


“WHITE PATRIARCHY'S GRASP 


OW WHITE WOMEN 15 NOT 
SOPT: IY’S A DEATH GRIP” 


to their husbands upon marriage. They 
could not sue. They could not make alegal 
contract. And they could not vote. 

White patriarchy’s rule, and the ev 
er-present threat of being shunned, gave 
‘White women incentive, when push came 
toshove, to choose their whiteness over 
their womanhood. For example, fre black 
‘women spearheaded the groundbreaking 
effort to lead Philadelphia's Anti-Slavery 
Society from 1838 to 1838, But a decade 
later, there were no black women at Eliz 
abeth Cady Stanton’ 1848 Seneca Falls 
Convention. In 1913, Alice Paul eaddled 
the sensibilities of white menand women 
when she instructed black suffragists to 
walk atthe back of the procession of the 
very first women's march on Washington. 

‘And, in 2018, Republican Sen, Susan 
Collins supported Supreme Court nom- 
inee Brett Kavanaugh, promising white 
women they were protected because he 
didn’t express to her 2 plan to challenge 
Roe v. Wade. Her vote pushed him over 
the line and paved the way for Supreme 
Court rulings shaving away civil rights 
protections for people of color. 

Tusedto thinkof white womenas kept, 
putona pedestal, protected by whitemen, 
‘but vebeen rethinking that. mbeginning 
tounderstand that whitepatrarchy's grasp, 
‘onwhitewomenis not soft sadeath grip, 

TInmy conversations with white wom: 
en, this revelation is being confirmed, 
‘White women have been reared by white 
patriarchy: They marry white patriarchy 
snd themselves rearwhite patriarchy. They 
are closer to it than any other women on. 
earth, 

Through the #MeToo, #TimesUp, 
‘#ChurchToo,and #SilencelsNotSpritual 
movements aswellasthe Women's March, 
white women have begun to trust their 
power and renounce their compacts with, 
‘white patriarchy: Butalliance with women 
‘of color in 2020 will equire much more 
than agreement that rape is wrong I l- 
timately requires willingness torenounce 
the privileges of whiteness 

Now, et’ tall. d 
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THE HOUNDS OF HELL 


Lets tok abouthell.In David Bentley Hart's 
remarkably important book That al Shall 
BeSaved, he outlines the reasons that we 
should not fear an afterlife of unending 
torment in a Dantesque lake of flame. “It 
‘makes nomoresense, then, tosay that God 
allows creatures to damn themselves out 
of his love for them or out af his respect 
for their freedom than to say a father might reasonably alow his de- 
ranged child to thrust her face into a fire out ofa tender regard for her 
moral autonomy” Read the bookrealy, read i. It ill inoculate you 
against some ofthe ideas about God that ean't help but edge their way 
into your psyche. 

[But then let's talk about the other kind of hell, the one we make for 
ourselves. And here I'm going to skip the usual discussions about the 
various “hells” we might build by our greed, our narcissism, our selfish 
ness-—the hells of addiction, loneliness, They're very real very sad, and 
‘very everwhelming asarethe Hades of poverty and ofracial oppression, 


“LAST YEAR SAW A NEW RECORD 
FOR CARBON EMISSIONS—AND 
‘THE HOTTEST MONTH EVER 
RECO 


For now, though, I want total about 
the hell that loos like hell. In Australia, 
{in the first days of the new year, bushfires 
‘were creating walls of flame 100 feet high 
ormore. The greatestheat wave in Austra 
lian history meant that the average high 
temperature for the whole continent one 
day topped 105 degrees Fahrenheit. In 
the suburbs of Sydney, one af the world’s 
richest cities, the temperature topped 120 
dogrees,and the lovely capital of Canberra 
hhad the dirtiest air on earth as wildfire 
smoke turned the midday black (and 
the night red), Those venturing into the 
burned-over areas reported the sound 
of bumed animals sereaming-—scientists 
think the number of animals killed aver 
the course of weeks numbered in the bil: 
lions, and several species may have been 
drivenextinet, Volunteer iefighters spent 
‘weeks trying to beat back the flames, but 
often they simply had to withdraw—the 
winds topped 50 miles an hour, carrying 
‘embers miles to where they could touch 
off new blazes. 

Godltold Noak that God wouldn't flood 
‘us againbut didnt tellus we couldn't flood 
ourselves (just ask the families of the In 
ddonesians llled in record floods even as 
Australia burned). And God didn't tell us 
‘we'd be consigned to the flames—but nei 
ther did God tell us we couldn't consign 
ourselves. And we have. Last year sav 
‘new record for carbon emissions. It saw 
the hottest month ever recorded on this 
planet Itsaw iillions ofelimate refugees 
fn the move, 

Ifthe gospels don't tell us much about 
hell, they do tell us about love. They tell 
us to love our neighbors—which is what 
wwe have to do. We have to keep the fossil 
fuel industry from killing them, We have 
tokeep the banks from funding the fossil 
fuelindustries, Wehavealotof worktodo, 
tokeep the hounds ofhelloffourheels. It's 
the Lord's work, ° 


BiIMcKibben, sounder of 850.06, 8 the 


Voices 


in that moment into an operationalized 
form of engagement across difference? 
When acrisis occurs and there is arse in 
hhatred, does the mere “common ground’ 
approach promote behavior of deep ally- 
ship for when a community targeted for 
haate and violence? 
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Formany involved in interfaith engagement, the goalisto 
seek common ground and values. The assumption is that 
differences are the source of conilict and peace is pred- 
Jeated on seeing each other as having more in common 
than different. This isa framing hear again and again, 
Itiscertainlya necessary firststep for communities that 
have narrow ranges ofengagement with one another. For 
{instance itis powerful to watch students in my interfaith 
classes al Christian seminaries recognize how Islam and 
(Christianity share a reverence for Christ. 

But there are reasons we need to move beyond this 
‘mere appreciation of commonalities between religious 
‘aitionsas the foundation for interreligiousengagement. 
Episodic empathy.Studentsandcommunityleaders often, 
develop a profound empathy when they engage with *** 
another tradition. However, if we don't teach tools for «pgage COMES NOT 
navigating diference between communities, the empa- ROUGH BEING 
thy ean become narrowly tied tothe limited episodes of 
encounter, which are often facilitated by third parties. 
Does this empathy move from an affect of appreciation 


Nojeeba Syeed nas been recognized for 
‘her work In interfaith peaoebullang, ve 
storative justice, and religious leadership 
‘ fortnooming volume on interretigous 
Japning and theologioal adueation, 


Voices 


STAND UP 
AND BE 
COUNTED 


"When it comes to the 2020 Census, many 
Latino congregants say, Look, I know how 
important this is, Tknow what's at stake, but 
don’t feel comfortable sharing this much 
information about my home: 

Right now thereisno trustingoverament. 
‘Theanti-immigranthetorieand action fom 
Washington has unleashed serious fear in 
‘our community. And not just among the un 
documented: IfT'm a US. citizen and Live 
‘with someone who is still in the pracess of 
Citizenship, Iam not goingto open that door. 

‘Thats why churehes and clergy play such 
an immense role: You trust your pastor, you 
trust the chureh. If they're telling you ‘Your 
information is safe’ and ‘Look, I'm doing it 
alsa’ it gives you a sense of comfort. 

Under the leadership of Rev. Rail Rui, 
the New Jersey Latino Pastorsand Ministers 
Coalition has launched the Uno Mis Ta Cuer 
tas campaign. We'reaskingpastors toaddress 
the Census from the pulpit—not just ‘here's 
‘special announcement! We're asking eon- 
‘gregants to stay for coffe in the community 
roomand complete the Census form through 
tablets and phones. 

‘The reason we migrate to this country 
is because we understand that getting our 
‘kids educated is the only way to dramatical- 
ly change the course of our families. That's 
‘why the urgeney of the Census resonates: It 
‘comes down to whether our child is going to 
‘be able to be funded for the Head Start pro- 
‘gram, whether our child's school has enough 
resources, whether my child who qualifies for 
{ree lunch will have itor not.” ° 


Wendy Martner is & founder ad apates 
person of the New Jersey Latino Pastors 
{And Ministers Coattion. She spoke with 
Sojourners associate editor Retay Shiney 
about the fear many Latinos still have 
About the 2020 U.S. Census, even though 
the otizenahip question was semoved 


How three coastal churches became 
hubs of community resilience in 
the era of climate change. 


by Avery Davis Lamb 
Ilustration by Jon Krause 


We do not need another 
litany of climate disaster. What 


weneed are stories of climate 
resilience—communities re- 
sponding to the physical and 
spiritual needs wrought by 
climate collapse. For millions 
of people, those needs are 
brought by floodwaters inun- 
dating communities with rain 
and rising tides. And as wa- 


ti e churches also 
Fe pica! and 


ysical resilience, reimagining 


= theirland,missionand ministry 
he at \afe Change. 


Flow, river, flow 


cereit not for the “Shrove Tue 
day Pancake Dinner Tonight 
banner and obligatory “Episco- 


pal church in 1 mile” sign, you 
‘could drive past St Luke's Episcopal Church 
and miss the building entirely. Obscured 
‘behind a line of oaks and a hillock of native 
Ihydrangea, the sanctuary almost disappears 
into the landscape, For Rev. Diana Carroll, 
that's the hope, 

‘When Carroll moved to Annapolis, Md, 
in 2012 toserve St. Luke’, the four acres be 
hind the chureh, which abuts Back Creek, a 
tributary of the Chesapeake, were a tangled 
mess of brush. The church had planned to 
‘lear that land to build large sanctuary and. 
‘convert thecurtentstructureintoaneducation 
building, but Carroll and members ofthe St. 
Luke's Green Team suggested St. Luke’ keep 
itscurrent sanctuary and use the fiveacresas 
“asanctuary without walls” As Carroll env 
sioned it, if the church restored the land, it 
‘would still be “a sacred space as had always 
‘been dreamed about for that location’ 

For years, SL Luke's has been involved in 
‘climate action, integrating climate literacy 
into its preaching and education while ad- 
vvocating for stronger climate poliey at the 
Maryland State House. Soin 2017, when the 
120-person congregation received a total of 
nearly $2 million in grants—largely from the 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
and the Chesapeake Bay Trust, plus small 
‘grantsand donations through the church—to 
restore wetlands andaburiedstreamontheir 
property that drained into Back Creek, they 
realized the project was a physical expression 
‘of their commitment to earthkeeping. With 
Uhehelp ofan ecological restoration company, 
they coaxed back to the surface the stream 
that had been diverted through stormivater 
pipes and built a cascading streambed, with 


step pools and weirs—low dams to slow water flow-—to filter 
thewater as it makesits way toward Back Creek They named 
the restored stream Bowen's Branch, ater alate congregant 
‘Who cared deeply about watershed stewardship in Annapolis 

‘When I visited St. Luke's in 2019, Carroll and I followed 
the curve ofthe stream to its mouth, which is now a living 
shoreline, a small coastal edge made of native plants and 
‘natural materials rather than a concrete seawall, In an age 
of elimate crisis, marshes like this one are critical: As sea 
levels rise, marshes engage in akind of dance with the rising 
tides through a process called aceretion. This is especially 
{important inaplace like Annapolis, where watersbreaching 
sea wallsand submerging parkinglots, roads, and sidewalks 
hhasbecome a frequent problem (only four such events were 
recorded in the early1960s, compared to 63 in 2017), When 
the dock in downtown Annapolis floods, explained Carroll, 
thechurch’smarsh helps absorb the extra water. The marsh 
is also a carbon sink, more effective at sequestering carbon 
than the equivalent area of dry and, 

Byrestoring their land to serveits intended purpose, the 
church created a climate sanctuary: absorbing higher tides, 
filtering polluted stormwater from extreme rain events, 
hosting displaced creatures, and drawing carbon out of the 
air. And while St. Luke's sanctuary is high enough above sea 
Ievel tobe outside the floodplain, the same is not true fr all 
“Annapolis residents, The church is in solidarity with those 
‘neighbors absorbing the water theirhouses cannot holdings 
space forlament when devastation comes, and advocating for 
‘equitable climate solutions—anecotone where the meditative 
bb of human action meets the low of steadily rising tides, 


The church is in solidarity 
with its neighbors, 
absorbing water their 
houses cannot. 


Data values 


Charleston,SC, PaulRienzo, pastor 
of Crosstowne Church, sat behind a 
desk constructed out of a reclaimed 
door. This door, removed after the 

first flood at his church, isadaily reminder 

of the Christian call to reclamation and 
restoration, Rienzo told me. Itisfrom this 
desk that Rienzo has worked to reshape 
the mission of this church in the wake 
of the extreme flooding the Charleston 

‘community has sen in recent years 

Rienzo deseribes Crosstowniensa "new. 
fangled evangelical” church, a600-person 
conigregation that is“good for somebody 
thats on their third marrige ..good forthe 
doubter, and we're really ood foratheists” 
Its also a church that has flooded three 
yearsin a row. 

‘Three hurricanes, in 2015, 2016, and 
2017, pummeled Crosstowne, each dump- 
ing enough water to require a massive 
rebuild ofthe sanctuary. After the third 
flood, the church interior was rebuilt in 
‘twoweeks, but the church recognized that 
rebuilding wasnt enough Theleadership 
team at Crosstowne decided to do some: 
‘thing unusual for achureh gatherscientifie 
data. They hired a hydrology team and 
an environmental lawyer to analyze the 
‘onshore causes ofthe flooding so thatthe 
church could serve asa trustworthy hub 
of communication with their neighbors 
and the city. 

‘Thestudy found that asclimate change 
exacerbates rainfall intensity, unsustain- 
able development results in water flow- 
ingover concrete rather than percolating 
{nto the soil, When rain falls, streets and 
storm drains are inundated with more 
water than they can handle, and the excess 
water ends up feet deepin thesanetuary 
of Crosstown. According to the Fourth 
National Climate Assessment, by the end 
ofthe century heavy rainfall events in the 
Southeast US are expected todouble, and 
the amount of water falling on extreme 
rain days wall increase by 21 percent. As 
more rain falls on hard surfaces around 
Charleston, Crosstowme has realized it will 
bbe underwater more frequently 

‘With their data-driven study, Cross 
towne became experts on floodingin the 
area around Charleston's Church Creek 
Basin, Rienzo worked with the city to 
develop new stormwater retention 
guidelines, reshaping how development 
is done in Charleston, The benetits of 
Crosstowne’s work extended beyond its 
walls, to local homeowners who “were 


Hooking at buyouts, flooding, delays,” Rienzo told the local 
Live 5 News. “So we began to see we were not ust doing this 
study for ourselves. Itwasastudy to door the community 
Jaround us” 

‘While most in the city supported Crosstovine's efforts, 
lothors worried that small-scale, privately funded reportslike 
the church's study would distract from the need for a com- 
prehensive citywide study. Buteven in the midst of pressure 
from many sides to, as Rienzo deseribed, “let the scientists 
land the politicians do their job and, you religious folks, you 
goin the other room and allahout values” Crosstowne held 
{firm to its convietion that getting involved in poliey—even 
{when inconvenient wasn act of faith. “Tt just seemed like 
the gospel thing to do,” said Rienzo. 

‘Rienzo continued to tend the spiritual needs of Cross- 
towne, which included congregants who had been displaced 
from their own homes in the floods. He led a sermon series 
jon the book of Nehemiah so that the church would see itself 
“asbeinga part of abiblical story” 


‘The eponymous book describes how Nehemiah led the 
rebuildingof the wallsaround Jerusalem, a task fraught with 
‘conflict from Judah's enemies, Nevertheless, the people of 
UJerusalem “committed themselves to the common good” 


jchemiah 218), standingshoulderto shoulder, each person 

uildingasegment of wall “opposite hishouse” (3:6-12). For 
‘Rienzo, this was an important lesson. “[Nehemiah] got a 
jbuy-in from everybody. And so that was one of the import- 
nt pieces oft: that everybody was going to bea part ofthis 
solution together” 

Crossing over the threshold of Crosstowne, I noticed a 
watermark, 3 feet high on the door. While the rest of the 
church was renovated, they kept the doors as a reminder 
of where they have been. As congregants enter the church, 
they symbolically proclaim a remembrance ofthe flood, 2 
celebration of Crosstowne'sreclamation,andarecommmitment 
tothe work ofjustice in Charleston, 


“Everybody 
‘was going to be 
apartof this 
solution 
together.” 


Down by the riverside 
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lenges for St Paul's sustainability the core of 
the church’scourage is awillingness toengage 
inconversations about climate change. Recent 
data shows that nearly 70 percent of people 
in the US agree the climate is changing, but 
bout two thirds never taltaboutit, Thesume 
problempersistsinourchurches, whereclimate 
‘change often seemslessimportant than other 
‘social issues or too political for the pews—at 
Teast until water floods those same pews. 

"There are physical needs that remain in 
Aurora includinga desperate need for funding 
toimplement adaptation measures such as 
‘elevating the church and nearby houses on 
stilts, While federal programs exist to sup- 
port adaptation, the scale of those programs 
is nowhere near the level of need. And the 
‘congregants at St Pauls see the same story of 
theirhistory played out again: While wealthier, 
‘whiter communities receive funding to relo- 
cate or adapt, Aurora isleft behind. 

Yet, courage persists. Starting with their 
‘conversations in the pews of St. Pauls, Jen: 
notte, Parker, and Godettecontinue toengage 
inlocal advocacy efforts to change those sto- 
ries. And inside that riverside sanctuary, one 
informal conversational atime,a.community 
is strengthened 


Wading in 


fore Ileave St. Luke's in Annapolis, 
Rev. Carroll telisme thatthe elimate 
crisis and St. Luke's response has 
strengthened her conviction that God 
uses the most unexpected people to da God's 
‘work. “Noone would have expected that such 
small financially struggling congregations 
‘ours wouldhive engagedina$2milion project 
todo something that on the surface doesn't 
actually benefit us. And ytit's soclearly part 
‘of Gods mission in the world and God'sdesire 
{or the healing of the world 
‘Whatthese churches demonstrate is that we 
donot needa radical revision of the Christian 
‘mission during the climate crisis, What wedo 
need is a elurn to the radical theology of the 
gospel and its messages of restoration, recla- 
‘mation, and courage—the courage toradically 
reimagine the ways we use thegiftsofour faith 
‘communities to meet the scale ofthe climate 
crisis and the imagination ta stand shoulder 
toshoulder with churches across the country, 
‘commit ourselves to the common good, and 
together lay our small bricks of resilience. « 


‘Avery Davis Lomb oaverydavisiamb),  wtee 
‘and activist a studying the intersection of 
(Christianity and the environment at Duke 
Divinity Schoo! and the Micholas Sahoo! of 
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“Afaith 
community 
that allows 
you to be 

who youare 
can buoy you 
through 
almost 
anything” 


‘By Da’Shawn Mosley 
‘Photos by Lloyd Wolf 


11985, when Jesse Milan Jr. was in his late 20s, no 
‘one from his Philadelphia church attended his partner's 
funeral. Not because they refused, but because Milan 
didn’tinvite them, Doing so would have required him 
‘to say what he felt uncomfortable sharing: He loved a 
‘man who had HIV, He is aman who has HIV. 

“This is never goingto happen to meagain,” Milan vowed 
to himself at the funeral, regarding the loneliness he felt 
because he didn't draw close his church family at one of the 
‘most painful moments ofhis life 

Milan is now the president and CEO of AIDS United, 
‘an organization fighting the HIV epidemic in the US. He is 
adamant that noonein the HIV community be isolated from. 
the love and support they need, "People living with HIV.” 
said Milan, “have a longing to belong. A longing to be cared 
for and alonging to not be silent or secret.” 

lifelong Episcopalian, Milan grew up in a congregation 
inthe Diocese of Kansas, following the example ofhis mother 
and father in serving their spiritual home and, in times of 
need, allowing their siblings in Christ to serve them. Milan 
‘kept this mutuality in mind when he enrolled at Princeton 
‘University and, struggling to transition from public school 
and homesick for his church, joined the Episcopal Church at 
Princeton. Itwas, Milan told Sqjourners,“an anchor,aport ta 
‘tap into on a regular basis whenever I needed it” 


‘An Organic Part 
of Who We Are’ 


For Jesse Milan Jr., helping 
diverse communities end 
the HIV epidemic isa matter 
of faith, hope, and love. 


sojanet Eo 


ping communities live 


Formany people today the closest we get 
tounderstandingthe impact of HIV/AIDS 
{nthe1980s and early '90sis through tage 
and sereen portrayals such as Pose, Angels 
inAmeriea and Rent. For others, the mem 
fries and losses ofthat time are vivid and 
unforgettable. 

For instance, Jesse Peel, a gay psychi 
atrist and community organizer, docu- 
‘mented in his journals the avoidance and 
terror of HIV that overtook his home city 
Allanta, and the nation. As many people 
‘rapidly contracted and ied ofthe disease, 
doctors struggled to understand what was 
happening and many nurses refused to 
bring meals into the hospital rooms of 
the stricken, Peel wrote in documents he 
donated toa collection at Emory Universi- 
ty. By1994, AIDS was theleading eause of 
death for Americans age25to44.Itkiled 
‘more than 350,000 people in the country 
‘between 1981 and 1998. 

“Tthink the experience of people who 
are of acertain age will always be colored 
by our experience of the death and the 
dying” said Milan, “Today, I sense that 
[younger] peoples commitment to HIV/ 
AIDS workismoreabout the ightsandthe 
‘inequalities thataremanifested in HIV and 
AIDS. Theyhaveabroadlensabout where 
Jhuman rights need to advance, and that 
broad lens includes the trans community 
and all others” 

In the early years of the epidemic 
‘many pastors and religious people pub- 
liely denounced and turned their backs 
‘on HIV-positive people. Others embraced 
those who were suffering opening eare 
programs and advocatingfor government 
funding Remindingthenation’sleadersof 
theirresponsibility to the HIV community 
{sajob tha'sbeen doneby many Christians 
and isa significant part of AIDS United's 
history and present work. 

Although AIDS United is headquar- 
teredin Washington, DC, the organization 
isnotcontent with justhelpingresidentsof 
largeurban areas while ignoring the needs 
‘ofrural communities. From 2010 to 2016, 
HIV diagnoses decreased by 21 pereent, 
Dut the decline wasnt equally distributed 
throughout the country and across races. 
In 2017, the South had more than half of 
thenation'srecent HIV diagnoses In2018, 
even though African Americans were 13 
percent of the countrys population, they 
accounted for 42 percent of new HIV 
diagnoses in the US. The spread of the 
illness nationwide isin part fueled by the 
epidemic of opioid abuse that i inked to 


“People living with 
HIV are learning to 
tell our stories and 
tell them in ways 
that can be heard 
by Democrats and 
Republicans.” 


Increased use of injected drugs. Unlike 
‘major cities, many rural locations lack 
extensive experience with, and means to 
combat, the illness. The challenges they 
face are immense, 


‘Thisis why Milan and his team created 
the Southern HIV Impact Fund, which 
announced ts second round of grantsearly 
this year, totaling nearly $29 maillion for 43, 
healthorganizationsin the South—groups 
such as the East Texas Cares Resource 
Centerin Tyler, Texas, the Southwest Lou- 
isiana Area Health Education Center, in 
Lake Charles, La, and the Afinity Health 
Centerin Rock Hill,SC Inaddlition, AIDS 
United created aburricane relief fund for 
HIV positivepeopleand provided grantsto 
transgender leaders toempower them to 
help preventthe spread of HIV and stand 
alongside the HIV-positive people in their 
‘communities. 

‘Nearly 40.000 people in the US. were 
diagnosed with HIV in 2018, and nearly 
13,000 people with AIDS in the US. die 


‘aprit 2020 


annually, accordingto 2016 estimates: Bar- 
ly treatment will prevent or delay HIV's 
‘evolution to AIDS, but aecesstohealth care 
in this country is tenuous for many, with 
the future up in the air during this 2020 
presidential race, The biotech company 
Gilead Sciences started the new decade 
bby makingitsdrugstoprevent and combat 
HIV more expensive. Soit'snota surprise 
thatonlybetwwen S0and 60 percentaf the 
1L1 milion people in the US. living with 
‘HiVarereceiving consistent medical care 
tosuppress the virus. 

“Medically, financially, and socially, 
HIV changesyourlife forever, wrote Milan 
inanartiletitled “Aging Successfully with 
HIV/AIDS, published by the Black AIDS 
Institute, ofwhich hes chair emeritus.“ 
‘must never forget to takemy mediations” 

In the '80s and 90s, many HIV-pos- 
itive people didn’t think that aging and 
thriving —oneday reachingtheir 50s their 
60s, and beyond—was part oftheir future 
Nowit'sa possiblity butwho willhavethe 
resources toachieve it not just the money 
to afford medicine, but also friendship, a 
soup of people who care? 

This is where, Milan told Sojourners, 
{ith communities ean do alot of good. “If 
your faith community allowsyou tobewho 
youareandembraces you, that community 
‘can buoy you through almost anything” 


‘The power of stories and allies 


In May 2016, Milan was elected toa four- 
yeartermonthestandingcommitteeof the 
piscopal Dioceseof Maryland In that role, 
hebelps advise the bishop of Maryland on 
various issues, “Whats really wonderful 
for me,” Milan noted, “is that I'm on the 
standing committee for the first African 
American bishop in the history ofthe di 
‘ocese” Previously, Milan held leadership 
roles on the first HIV/AIDS commission 
{or the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania 
and served presidentofthe board of the 
‘National Episcopal AIDS Coalition In these 
denominational roles hebringsthe wisdom 
ofallhisexperiences,fromhis professional 
start asa labor attorney in Philadelphia to 
hls leadership of AIDS United, 

‘And despite AIDS United's domestic 
{oeus, his service to the HIV community 
has not been limited to the United States. 
On behalf of the US. State Department, 
hae has traveled to seven, African nations, 
including South Africa, where one of his 
‘most memorable experiences occurred. “I 
sgl togive the sermon on Sunday morning 
At St. George's Cathedral in Cape Town,” 
‘Milan said, is voice filling with awe, “and 


ee oe es | 
“How impactful would itbe fora 

legislator to hear from our families, 

not just those who have lost someone to 
AIDS but someone who's concerned for 
their family members with HIV?” 


you know whose church St. George's Ca 
Uhedral is? Bishop Tutu’ 

“And gottodimb thestairsto thepulpit 
\wherenot only Bishop Tutuspoke butsodid 
‘Rev Martin Lather King J What I willnev: 
cer fanget i that when the service was over 
and I was shaking hands with everyone, a 
‘white Ataner wearingcowboy boots came 
‘upand shookmy hand and said, "That was 
‘oncofthebest sermons 'wwever heard." For 
black man~a gay, HIV-positive, African 
American man whose parents were engaged 
in the US. civil rights movement—it wasa 
profound moment 

‘That sort of exchange~a sharing of 
stories and values-—is something everyday 
people can do to help defeat the epidem- 
ic, said Milan, US. governmental aid to 
fight HIVhasoftenbeen directed to other 
countries, The Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief created by George W.Bush’sadmin- 
{stration allotted $15 billion to developing 
countries. That led journalist Gwen Ii 
toask then-Viee President Dick Cheney 
and the 2004 Democratic nominee for 
vice president John Edwards what they 
‘Would do about AIDS in the US. Edwards 
spoke about AIDS in Aftica. Cheney said 
hhedida’thknow about the statistis of black 
‘women affected by the disease in the US. 
tinay be safe to say, 16 years later, that 
tackling HIV in our own country wasn't 
either of their top priorities. Will the 
same prove to be true about the Trump 
administration and its opponents in the 
2020 election? 

“We hear so often from legislative of- 
{ices said Milan, “that the most powerful 
thing they hear from constituents who 
aredoing advocacy are personal stories of 
impact . of whats needed, or the impact 
of what's not being done. People living 
with HIV are learning to tell our stories 
nd tell them in ways that can be heard 


by Democrats and Republicans, 

‘But what we need more of are our 
allies and family members to tell their 
share of the story as well,” Milan con- 
tinued. “How impactful would it be for a 
legislator to also hear from our mothers, 
our sisters, our brothers, our uncles, not 
just those who have lost someone to AIDS 
but someone who's concerned for their 
family members with HIV? The parent 
ofa 13-year-old who wants sexual health 
education in their schools the brother of 
‘a gay man who wants his sibling to have 
access to PrEP. Those will be powerful 
stories, just as our white and Jewish and 
Catholicallieshelped move the iv rights 
movement forward.” 


Sustained in hope 


‘The friends and loved ones of Milan and 
his husband, Willian Roberts, certainly 
haveastory to tell. They have helped the 
couple persist through their lows and 
celebrated their triumphs. In2008,on the 
20th anniversary of Milan and Roberts! 
relationship, the same year thatthe Cal: 
ifornia Supreme Court decided to allow 
same-sex marriagesin the state, they were 
‘married by Oakland Mayor Ron Dellums. 
News of Milan and Roberts’ big day was 
included in the weddings section of The 
New York Times 

"My most proud accomplishment,” 
ssid Milan, “is that my husband andThave 
been together for i years because we met 
during the [peakera of] the HIV epidemic. 
‘The HIVepidemicisanorganiepartof who 
Weare, and the faith community hasmade 
itpossibleforusto transcend the sadness, 
tofindhopeand healingand happiness” « 


Dershown Meslay is aasistant ear of 
Sajourners magazine. 


my ‘history 
is: not: a, 
metaphor 


The church 
was an 
accomplice in 
stripping 
home and 
identity 
from me 

and my 
ancestors. 
But the 
church can. 
also overturn 
hierarchies 
and bring a 
freedom that 
does not rely 
on the sweet 
by and by. By Patty Krawec 


Home. Perpetual wanderingis acrucial aspect 
of the Christian narrative. Cast from Eden, 


Christians are forever strangers ina strange 
land. 

But forblack and Indigenous people, that 
means something very diferent Iftheoriginal 
sinofthe colonized Wests genocideand slav- 
cry, that isnotour sin. And yetit rendered us 
homelessas surely as theappleinthe Hebrew 
narrative. Foreibly uprooted again and again, 
black and Indigenous people seek to ereate, 
‘and retur, home, 

Indigenous scholars such as Kim TallBear 
‘and Kim Anderson have deseribed the power 
that the American idea of home has on the 
‘minds of people and polities and the threat 
posed to that ideal by Indigenous families 
‘who did not ive in nuclear relationships with 
women inasubordinaterole. Historically and 
allotments for setters seckingto homestead or 
for Indigenous people were allotted to heads 
‘ofhouseholds based on the size ofhouscholds 
having a wife and children ensured a larger 
allotment. Indigenous people who were deter- 
‘mined to be more than “half-blood” were not 
sgvenlandoutrightbuthad theirallotmentheld 
In reserve because they were not considered 
capable of managing the land themselves. 


‘The founders ofthe United States and generations of 
subsequent legislators defined the home in narrow and 
specific terms, ereating laws and policies that ensured 
that free blacks, Indigenous people, immigrants, and 
poor whites were unable toachieve this American Dream. 
Vagrancy laws separated families andjailed peopleunder 
vague and arbitrarily written codes. The Homestead Act, 
\while provdingland for settler families required clearing 
the West of the people living there. People were framed 
1as“nomadic" in orderto justify the theft. The practice of 
redlining, marking boundaries around primarily black 
neighborhoods, was used todeny mortgages and exclude 
black families from home ownership. 

"The homeless, whatever theirstories, are stillviewed 
as suspect by Western society. People whose sexuality 
ddoes not conform to the American ideal have long been 
described as threats to marriage and family, and many 
landlords rely on their Christian beliefs to justify deny- 
Inghomes to LGBTQ people. Yet around the world, US. 
‘media promotes a glowingimage of the American home 
nd family-making promises the country refuses to keep. 


‘The church's role 


Soitsastrange dissonancein church, singing songsabout 
‘wandering and seeking a home when, as an Indigenous 
‘Woman, myhomelessnessisbweause ofthechurchsrolein 
‘empire and colonization. This was no just complicity, but 
active engagement, directing the process and benefiting 
from the displacement and forcible relocation of black 
nd Indigenous people, as well as from foreign wars that 
destabilize other countries and generate refugees and 
asylum seekers. 

It was a pope who wrote the so-called Doctrine of 
Discovery giving colonizers rights over ourland: Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsberg cited it to deny an Oneida land 
claim in 2008, It was the churches who ran residential 
schools and whose missionaries paved, and continue to 
pave, the way for capitalism and colonial government by 
‘marketing the constructed idea of home as a Christian 
ideal and model. 

In his book Stamped from the Beginning, Ibram X. 
Kendi notes that before the 1820s, depictions of Jesus in 
‘any form werediscournged a idolatzous bythe Protestant 
church, Butin the emergingrace-based American identity 
itwasimportant toassociate Jesus with whitenessso that 
evenwithin thechurch,blackand Indigenous peoplewere 
reminded oftheir place in the social order. The American 
Bible Society, the American Sunday School Union, and 
the American Tract Society all promoted images of a 
white Jesus in their materials. Every Sunday sit beside 
stained-glass window of white Jesus. 


one in Christ Jesus” 


What doeshome mean for those whose creation narrative 
roots thom in the place to which Christian wanderers 
came with gunsand laws displacingand relocating blac. 
nd Indigenous people again and again? Through these 


actions, the church ereated physical homelessness, but 
in verses such as Colossians 21 and Galatians 3:28, and 
italso creates a kind of internal homelessness. “There is 
neither Jew nor Gentile. for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus” IUsasifour very identity, the wayin which we move 
through the world, is erased as surely as our connection 
tothe place of our creation, our existence as people 

‘The church practicesakind of Christian colorblindness 
‘with these verses Itsays that weare not who weare—we 
are al the same—which in Wester society means we 
are all white or aspiring to assimilate into Eurocentric 
‘norms, So we make metaphors from brutal history and 
sing songs about being slaves, written by people whose 
‘ancestors were not slaves. We sing songs about wander- 
ing, writen by people whose ancestors rendered others 
hhomeless, We sing these songs in a state that stil allows 
slavery through imprisonment and continues to displace 
‘and relocate black and Indigenous people. 

But my identity and history arenot metaphors. [don't 
stop beinga woman when I walk into church, and those 
‘verses from Colossians and Galatians have not stopped 
‘many churches rom having gid genderrolestha exclude 
‘women from positions of authority Sowby do they render 
‘our race and other identities invisible? 


Called to ive. 


Race, at its root, is about hierarchies, as are ideas about 
gender and gender roles, social class, and the way we 
conceptualize disabilities. Perhaps these verses are about 
climinatinghierarchies and not identity. Sylvia Keesmaat 
‘and Brian Walsh give us an alternate way toread the book. 
‘of Romansin thelr work Romans Disarmed, demonstrating 
hhow Paul inverts the imperial system andits hierarchies 
‘and calls ust live differently. 

aul lived in a highly stratified world in which those 
{from different social places did not socialize. Yet, in Ga- 
ltians 3:28 and Colossians 2 he writes that within the 
‘church we are all one, He isnot ignoring how we move 
‘through the world. Aslave and a free person would have 
very different lives outside ofthe church walls, 

But within the church, we are called to live differ- 
cently, and by living differently within that community, 
it becomes possible to invert the broader social order 
and bring about a freedom that does not rely on the 
sweet by and by. I suggest that we ean only do so when 
‘we recognize, and reckon with, our own social position- 
{ng-when we look at that stained-glass Jesus and see 
how deeply invested the church has been in maintain- 
ing hierarchies rather than inverting them, We have 
become accustomed to acknowledging our privilege, 
Dut the inverse of privilege is deprivation, and we are 
not accustomed to considering how our position relies 
‘on the deprivation of others. 

In} Corinthians 1212-27 (which starts with ‘Just asa 
ody though one, has many parts butalits many parts form 
‘one body, soit is with Christ’, Paul gives us a structure 
‘that may help in recognizingand dismantlinghierarchies. 
Paul doesnt say that every part ofthe body is the same, 


We sing songs about wandering, written by people 
whose ancestors rendered others homeless. 


crasingour differences. Rather, inthis passage 
he reinforces those differences and tes us to 
stop tying tobe the same. In this passage, he 
presentsthote differences astrength.Howdo 
‘we reconcile ths presentation of diferences 
as strength with the apparent erasure of di- 
{erences in Galatians and Colossians? We do 
this by focusing on the hierarchies that our 
Aiferences represent in the world 

Michael Krause, a teaching pastor at 
Southridge Community Church in St. Cath- 
anes, Ontario suggests that when Paul rites 
shout the parts of the body that are consid- 
‘ered shameful, he may be referring to those 
‘members of our communities who have been 
deemed shameful bythe state—those who 
are vulnerable because oftheir rice, gender, 
sexuality or disability. The church has a2e- 
sponsibility toprotee and treat these people 
‘withyreaterhonor becauseoutsidethechurch 
they will continue to bea the burden of the 
states oppression. Unles the church listens 
to them and lifts them up, we will never be 
{ree from that oppression, Unless their voices 
are in positions of real leadership and dec 
Sion-making we willbe complicit 

‘Avwhite male, perhaps the great Roman 
‘ose ofthe ods; needs no protection and, in 
fact, may need tobe willing to step aside. We 
Jhaveno reat need for more white alevoices 
inthechurch but wedohavencedfor others. 
‘Wenceditoharfrom those who are descended 
from slaves, not those for whom the idea of 
slavery is an appropriative trope. We need 
to hear fom those who have been rendered 
‘homeless, not fom those whose wanderingis 
metaphor. Wenced tohea from those who 
areflecingcolonial wars and interference and 
‘comeseckingprotection and help, Weneed to 
Uhinkabout how passages lessons, and songs 
areheardhy those different communities Do 
they feel weleomed or exchided: do they feel 
seen or erased? 

‘We need to hear from them and invest 
their place in the social hierarehy not offer 
them charity fromourlenevolent placeabove 
them, Not give thanksfor ourblossings which 
they have pal for 

By recognizing ourown social positioning 
and learning to see ourselves in Babylon and 
Rome instead ofa Israel and slaves we will 
create a place where those who the church 
hhasrendered homelesscanfind uhome. 6 


Potty Krawee(eigindaenis) Is an Anishnsabe 
‘woman from Lae Geul Firat Nation, a pod: 
aster on Medicine or the Resistance, and a 
amber of Chippavta Presbyterian Church, 
She ives in Wiagara Fails, Ontario, 
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DOROTHY DAY DIED NEARLY 
FOUR DECADES AGO, BUT A NEW 


FILM SHOWS THAT HER VISION 
IS VERY MUCH ALIVE. 


VISION 


{for those countering Trump's America, “Dorothy Day 
spoke out publicly and forcefully in supportoffairpayfor 
‘workers against the great imbalance of wealth, excessive 
‘expenditures for weapons, nuclear proliferation, and 
unjust wars overseas, We struggle with these same iesues 
todayy" Doblmeier tells me. He believes her life story isa 
roadmap, a spiritual guide for troubled times. 

The film opens not with Day's birth in 19th century 
‘Brooklyn, nor the years before her conversion, which she 
spent dating rom bohemian parties toinner-city Masses, 
Dutin the 1950s, when the Catholic Worker movernent she 
‘co-founded asa network of houses ofhospitality” took to 
the streets to protest the arms race. We see Day's Catholic 
personalism—herbelie that Christians must take personal 
‘moral esponsibility forinjustice—in ation, and itis brac- 
ingandalienating We meet her isolated from the Cathelie 
‘Church: avoice eryingin the wilderness, Doblmeier'snods 
toward contemporary polities make this a challenging 
introduction, “I think Dorothy Day presentsa direet path 
that we all can tak" he explains “She believed ifyou see 
someone in neod, you fix t yourself You don't wait for 
the government or a social service agency to intervene: 

Doblmeier, a Catholic, treats ay'sfaith with respect, 
cexploringhercritieismsofthechurch while stressingher 
‘obedienceto tradition, The ilmskipsbackin time to trace 
‘Day's sptitual wandering her battle with and eventual 
‘surrender to faith, a process thoughtfully unpacked by 
‘one of her biographers, Robert Ellsberg, and Chittister. 
‘Convinced thatthe Catholic Churchis“the church of the 
poor she still felt she was “goingover tothe opposition” 
by joining an institution so aligned with property and 
‘capitalism. She resolved that tension at Mass, as activist 
‘and philosopher Cornel West observes in atypically in- 
sightful contribution: "When she is partakingof the body 
‘and blood of Jesus she s tied to the memory of theblood 
fof those made in the image of God, especially the wealk 
‘and vulnerable. And so there is political dimension to 
this profoundly liturgical act.” 

“She wasn't as people might think, religious leftist," 
Jim Wallis explains. “She was radical in her social, eco- 
‘nomic, political views because ofher conservative faith” 


THE FILM 18 
‘AN ARGUMENT 
FOR WHY AN 
ANARCHIST 
GRANDMA couLD 


Day'sliturgical traditionalismisoneofher 
challenges tomodern Catholicism, where 

RadTrads” (radical traditionalists) and 
political radicals are on opposite sides of 
thealtar. Day wasafraid that becominga 
Catholiemeant turningher backon social 
radicalism, until she met Peter Maurin, 
the French socal activist with whom she 
would ereate the Catholie Worker, who 
introduced her to the Catholie social 
teachingthat became her entire vocation. 
“Her life was instinctual,” Martin Shee 
reflects. “She'd see someone fall, she 
help them up, She saw someone hungry, 
she'd feed them” 

Alifeofsuch profoundintegrity wasnot 
without cost: OneofDay's granddaughters 
(andbiographers), Kate Hennessy; defends 
herin the movie against pervasive allega- 
tons that she was an indifferent mother, 
‘more interested in the growing network 
of Catholic Worker howses and farmsthan 
in her daughter, Tamar. The movement 
Jost much Catholiesupport during World 
War Il when Day refused to compromise 
hher pacifism to endorse just war theory, a 
position she maintained untilher death A 
sruclingschedule ofspeakingengigements 
aandaaseries heart attacks took their tol, 
and, by the late 1970s, Day was forced to 
slow down: “For a woman of such power 
and such strength to have to submit to 
that aging process, it broke my heart to 
see that happening.” remembers another 
granddaughter, Martha Hennessy in the 
film's moving conclusion, 

Day's cause for sainthood was opened 
{in 2000, 20 years after her death it took 
‘unt 2016 forthe CatholieChurchtoopena 
formal inquiry intoherlife. Perhapsitisno 
surprise tha it would tread slowly around 
woman who spokeabout her experience 
ofabortion and never married, who wasas 
critical of clerics as she was of free-loving 
hippies. Now her canonization rests on 
‘a Rome-ratfied miracle. Until that day 
‘comes, Doblmeier's beautiful docurnen: 
tary is an inspiring call to those fighting 
the spread of nationalism and racism in 
their own time tobecome themselves the 
‘miraculousanswers to Day'sprayers,whis- 
pered before the Blessed Sacrament and 
shouted across the streets of New York 
City and around the world. . 


BEA PATRON 
SAINT FOR THOSE 


Usdedd is nome news editor of Me Tablet 
land has written for Rational Geographic 
er and'The Sunday Times of London. 


ERROR: 
CONNECTION 
FAILED 


By Abby Olcese 


‘Midway through the 
second half of Wim 
Wenders’ Until the 
End ofthe World the 
movie's narrator, Eu- 
gene (Sam Neil) plays 
‘music with a group af 
‘characters in an Aus 
tralianvillage, Eugene 
ison piano his fiend 
David (David Gulpilil) plays the didgeridoo, a German 
private investigator (Ridiger Vogler) wailsonaharmonica, 
and a French bank robber (Chick Ortega) plays drums 
‘while they wait anxiously fornewsabout the destruction 
‘ofanuclear satelite, which, we're told, would bring about 
Armageddon. 

Eugenereflectson the journey thatsled the grouphere 
‘and realizes this communal moment ofjoy in the face of 
{earisitsapex He callsit“a prayer forthe wounded earth” 
In many ways, this 1991 global sci-fi odyssey, recently 
released in a director's cut by the Criterion Collection, 
{feels like exactly that Itsaprayer for not only tsfictional 
futureearth but the self-involved world we livein now, a 
‘world drunk on idealized images of ourselves. 

Claire (Solveig Dommartin), Eugene'sex, is the lm’s 
{focus Feelingadeiftafter theirbreakup, Claire fallsinlove 
‘witha stranger, Sam (William Hurt), who hitches a ride 
\withherin France. Samiswantedby the US.government 
{for stealing a camera invented by his father (Max Vor 
Sydow) that records images as brainwaves, allowing the 
blind to see. Sam travels the globe, gathering video to 
‘share ith hisblind mother Jeanne Moreau) in Australia 
‘Eugene, hopingto win Claire back, fllowsin their wake. 
In the background, the out-of-control satellite looms 
‘above the planet, ready to drop out of orbit at any time, 


‘generatingslobalpanicand 
depression. 

‘The effect of Von Sy- 
dow’s camera is isolating 
{for the characters who 
use it, rather than con- 
‘necting, Claire and Sam 
‘become lost in images of 
themselves, forsaking the 
joyous interactions they 
oncehadas they lideinto 
‘form ofimage addiction. 
ItsasifWenders predict- 
fed the way contemporary 
culture would become 
undone by the advance 
of technology, the advent 
of social media and the 
overstimulated vacuum 
itwould create. 

Until the End of the 
World meanders, but it's 
unified by the idea of us- 
ing story and interaction 
to heal the wounds our 
tech-obsessed society has 
created, Addiction to im- 

has brought isolation, 
Wenders postulates, but 
pethapsrelationship isthe 
livingprayer that reunites. 
“Eugene involesthe gospel 
fJohn (In the beginning 
‘was the Word.” in pulling 
(Claireback from the brink, 
tellingher the stary ofher 
Journey, and reminding 
her of her connection to 
the world. Wenders’ film 
suggests secking genuine 
interaction instead of fac: 
siiles,andlisteningtoour 
‘own stories, might do the 
same forus. * 


Abby Oleese (oannyot 
cose) is a freeiance Mim 


New 8 Noteworthy 


WORDS 
OF LIFE 


‘Morethan50 songwriters, musicians pas- 
{ors and theologians collaborated tocreate 
Neightor Songs. This second project from 
‘The Porter's Gate brings people from dif 
ferenthackgroundsand traditions together 
to explore themes of justice, doubt, and 
Jament through musical worship. 
Integy Music 


Liberating Letters 
Other Wise Christian: A 
Guidebook for Transgender 
Liberation draws from 25, 
years ofbiblical scholarship 
to guide boundary-break- 
ing contemplation and 
action, Framed by biblical 
‘exegesis with definitiveac- 
tion tems for engagement, 
Other Wise Christian offers 
aboldand clear interpreta 
tion of scripture. 

(therWiee Engaged Publishing 


) ‘Al God's People 
Chureb historian Vince 

L Bantu wants people to 

= now that “global” Chris- 
tianity is not new, but 
‘ancient. Through history 
and geography, theroots of 
(Christianity in Aiea, Asia, 
and the Middle East are 
showeased and centered in 
A Multitude of All Peoples. 
IP Academic 


VISION 


CULTURAL 
APPRECIATION 


ay 
Faith Marie 
Zambé 


problem withwageand benefit ps theres 
Aninterestingbreskdown of who worksin 
‘museums and what positions they hold. 
emember my fist visit tothe Art Insti- 
tute of Chicago: Iwas an ved high school 
freshman racing down hallways with my 
Aiends trying to complete an educational 
scavenger hunt. did well, butt impart 
‘because my teachers did'taskme tofinda 
peronofcolorwho wasn asccurity guar, 
Although conversations around race and 
classin the ereative community have pro- 
sgressedsince then youre sill more ikely 
tofind people ofeolorprotectingart than 
curating. Many museurstry to diversify 
their workforee through internships and 
part-timejobs, but hese positions depend 
fon employees having external sources of 
income, Despite seemingly good inte 
tions, the problem hast disappeared, 
only disguised itselt. 

Casein point: Last spring 90 employ- 
cesat the Solomon R. Guggenheim Muze 
‘um attempted to unionize. In an article 
documenting their strugle, published 
by Hyperallergi, Zachary Small wrote 
that wages have stagnated for decades, 
leadinggemployees to take drastic action. 
Afewmonthsage found myselfina Secwrty In doing abit of digeing on the subject. 1 
anti famliarpositionatamuseum, taking gvordsond founda spreadsheet where employees of 

selfies with an artwork, which, in my thrsvpper- various eultural institutions worldwide 
Gefenserwasmadeufminoredsurfices e#amounce entered their job titles and salaries. To 
inthe shape of Queen Elizabeth I's MAS Wer say the results wereypim wouldbean un- 
face, The opportunity was too good to resist. There Iwas, SUN" derstatement, 
snappingattaylongcoat and checkered socks coordinating 24% ts not that people shouldn't protect 


Sects 
‘with a print near me that read, “Empire buying begins at Armen &*t0rthatworkingasacuratoristheonly 


‘home” That's when I heard disgruntled murmurs lane postion ofvalue. Theproblemcameswhen 

pretended to photograph moreart, all the while inching ‘we ignore the hundreds of people who 
closer to the source—museum security guards. [listened ‘make museums possible, refusing to vale 
to them commiserate over their low pay and meager bene- ‘ueall of them as human beings, and keep 
fits compared to salaried employees, and the unfairness of taking selfes, pretending wecan'tsee the 
hourly wages in the case of emergency muscum closings. T tollittakes 4 
‘completely agreed with them. —— 

Since my introduction to art museums, i's become in- are es 
‘creasingly clear thatthe values many tout (equity, ulticul- fand MPA. candidate in dramaturgy 
turalism, and inclusion, for example) are far too vulnerable fand dramatic critiolem at the Yale 
tothe wiles ofeapital, capital and capital. Not onlyistherea, Senoal of Drama, 


a Pato by Brandan Key / The Sel ‘pri 2020 
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‘coincidence, the festival 
aly thede- 
the Spirit and the 


AFIRST CENTURY 
LEADER 


‘on Eaty Chitin, 
by Ben Witherngon 


Academic 


‘The novel begins with a nightmare from the 10th year of 
Nero'sreign, 64CE, “Rome wasburning, would not stop 
burning. the sereams of adults and children, burning” 

Priscilla, or Prisea,isjust waking up fromabad dream, 
An early Christian believer from*Roma’"wife of Aquila, 
aleatherworker like “Paulus” and ahouse church leader 
(Acts 1818-28; Romans16:3-5;1 Corinthians1619),Prisca 
isnowawidow with an adopted daughter. The nightmare 
encourages her to record her life stor. 

Author Ben Witherington II is a professor of New 
‘Testament at Asbury Theological Seminary and aprolific 
‘writer. With his imagination, New Testament mentions 
ofPrisea, and lmowledge of the cultureand polities of the 
‘Roman Empire, Witherington createsa dramatic account 
of the first century church, as told by an early leader. 

“He first porttays Prisea as a young freedwoman 
adopted by her childless mistress. She is named Priscila 


‘THUS PRISCA BECAME PART 
OF THE JESUS MOVEMENT 
FROM THE BEGINNING. 


after her adoptive mother 
and given Roman citizen- 
ship. The elder Priscilla 
was a Jewish adherent, 50 
devout that she traveled to 
‘Jerusalem for the feast of| 
‘Shavuot Gin Greek, “Pente- 
cost”), talking her adopted 
teenage daughter with her. 


in Rome in chains (Acts 
28:16, 30), he placed un- 
{der house arrestin Prisea 
tand her husband's home! 
(This seem bighly unlikely 
in Nero's Rome) 3) While 
there Paulvritesletterswe 
call Philippians Colossians, 
Ephesians, and Philemon. 
(Because of geographical 
distance, Philippians and 


birth of the chureh. Thus 
Prisca became part of the 
Jesus movernent from the 


Philemon werelikelywit- 

HaavingstudiedRoman enduringeatierinearcer- 
history Lam impressed by ations, and Paul probably 
the details Witherington  gidnotnte Ephesians) 4) 
Includes, Every possible Paulislater reed and goes 
reference from the New tospain wherehevritesto 
Testament (and afew ex- Timothy and Titus (Most 


tracanonical sources) are 
woven together in this 
politico-cultural context 


scholars assume Paul was 
executed after his house 
arrest and did not write 1 


to round out characters ‘Timothy and Titus) 
Prisca would havelmown Nevertheless, recom 
personally orheard about mend Priscila forits wait- 
Uhroughhermany contacts ingstyle, creativity, histor- 
But Witherington also cal research, and focuson 
‘makeschoicessomeschol-  ayorthy churehleader, We 
arswould question, Prisca pjeunderstandmuch when 


mustbes0yearsoldtoco-  wereadourscriptures"on 
erthishistorial distance, the flat" without thecultur- 
butveryfewwomeninthat aldepth they deserve. « 
place and time lived that “ST 
long Other details may also 
eee 
DWitherngtonhasthe Senin cornih Hew 
gospel writer Luke travel estament soholar and = 
‘with Paul (While this s- joumers contributing 
sertionexistsintradition it gditor. Read move of her 
isdisputedby manyschol- Bible studies at ews. 


‘ars) 2) When Paul arrives oom/RetasReflections. 


sojanet a 
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HOW. 
SISTER HELEN 
GOT WOKE 


‘The final words of Sister Helen Pre- 
Jean's new book River of Fire are 
the first lines of her most famous 
book, Dead Man Walking. But it 
isa different Prejean we meet in 
the River pages: Not the heroic an- 
ti-death penalty activist we hear 
onthenews, but ayoungLouisiana 

‘woman on fire for God. 

Raised inaloving Catholic family, Prejean entered the 
novitiate in the strict 1950s, Her descriptions of almost 
‘lity lke training—no friendshipsallowed, eyes mod 
cestly downeas, sinners wearing vices written on cards 
around their necks—made me grateful I never became 
nun. Once Prejean took her final vows, however, she 
only hada few years to adjust tothe restrictivelife before 
the Catholic Church experienced thesselsmicshiftof the 
Second Vatican Council. 

Prejean makes this transformative time come alive, 
‘even relaying how two men almost came to blows over 
the changes ata parish discussion group she facilitated. 
Vatican IT meant no more Latin Mass or memorization 
ofthe catechism. Catholies werenow expected tobetruly 
‘educated about their faith and motivated more by love 
‘than fear. It also meant more freedom for nuns such a¢ 
Projean, Ataconference on Vatican II shefellinlovewith 
a priest. For some years, they explored the “third way.” 
hhavinga romantic relationship that's not consummated, 
before Prejean ended the relationship. 

‘The mos striking aspeet ofthe book isnot this lan: 
destine romance but Prejean’s opposition through the 
1970sto “in-your-face activist nuns” the verytypeof nun 
shes accused of being today. Prejean believed in prayer 
and charity alone, that itwasn’t for nuns to try to make 
hheaven on earth, 

Forthefirsthlfofher life she served only middle-class 
‘white communities blissfully norant ofsystemic racism. 
She believed that it was God’ will that some people be 
‘poor. Through a fellow sister's powerfil teaching however, 
she came to understand that Jesus’ good news actually 
‘empowered the poor in their struggle for justice, and that 


hor prayersand charity weren't 
doing one iota to help. 

She writes, “In a democ- 
racy like the United States, 
theres no such thing as being 
apolitical Ifwesit backeanddo 
nothing, leaving all the poliey 
‘making to others that is, in 
fact, a position of support for 
thestatus quo, which isavery 
political stance to take.” 

If Prejean could spend 
the first 40 years of her life 
ensconced in white privilege, 
then change so greatly as to 
take on one of the mostly ra- 
cially oppressive systemsinthe 
United States, there'sachance 
for the rest ofus. Maybe con- 
versions abead for usa. River 
ofFiregavemehope. 


Erie Hoertech writes memots 
snd essays about culture, 
paiitiea, religion, motherhood, 
slassie movies podoast The 
the tnteetaitn justice organ 
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by Syva C Keesraat 


For many of us, Romans is the most comforting and in: 
furiating book of scripture. We rest easy in God's grace 
in chapters three through five and the assurance that all 
willbe wellin chapter eight. Butwe chafeat chapter one's 
exclusion of certain people and chapter 13's apparent 
baptism of worldly power 

Sylvia C Keesmaat and Brian J Walsh areheretobelp. 
In their book Romans Disarmed: Resisting Empire, De 
‘manding Justice, they read Paul’ letter through the lens 
of homemaking. All the discipline and love of the letter 
centers on Godls people makinga home in the center af a 
hhome-breakingempire,andon Gods invitation to humanity 
tocomehome to God Following the strategy of theirbook 
Colasians Remised, Keesmaat and Walsh paraphrase pas 
sages of Romans to clarify its application to readers’ ives, 
and provide fictional account of how two members ofthe 
ancient Roman congregation received the letter, 

Waita minute. They include fiction in nonfetion? 

Yes, and heres the most noticeable interpretive move 
they make: inserting questions and comments from an 
artificial, skeptical dialogue partner. 

‘Sothey made up oldcharacterstotalkabout fist century 
Roman culture and a modern voice to bounce their ideas 
‘off of? That doesn't seem very reliable 

Well, they say that all the skeptical questions and 
‘comments come from reactions they've heard as they've 
taught this material over the years, They're aiming for 
‘an embodied reading of Romans” But the body looks a 
little photoshopped. 

You sound skeptical, toa 

am, Colasians Remivedisamore satisfyinglookinto 
biblical letter, as it dove into every part of Colossians 
Romansistoobigabite to chew. And theirfocusonhome 
{eels ike aretread of Steven Boura-Prediger and Walsh's 
book Beyond Homelessness, Stil, I recommend Romans 
Disarmed to those who fear Romans, having heard it 
taught as an attack on their polities or identity: To them, 
‘Keesmaat and Walsh can be guides. Keep tothe path, and 
they will ead you home to God. ° 


‘Andy Singletery is co-leader ofthe Servant Partners’ aie in 
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Each guided tour connects sightseeing with Sevpture, 
bringing the Bible to life as you gain insight 
Into the history culture, and people of biblical times: 


October 8 - 22, 2020 | Hosted by Jef & Karen Blamer 


April ~ 13, 2021 | Hosted by Dr. efrey A.D. Weime 


www.wittetravel.com/tours 
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Make twice the impact. 


‘Support Sojourners’ 
‘spring drive and your 
gift will be doubled, 
‘thanks toa generous 
matching donation from 
a longtime Sojourners 
supporter. 


‘Make your contribution 
online at sojo.net/match 
or call (202) 745-4644 
today! 
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THE DRYAD OF GETHSEMANE 
SPEAKS TO MARY MAGDALENE ON 
THE EVENING OF HOLY SATURDAY 


Tean tell from the way 
they are staring at shadows on the ground 
that the voice-bearers have come 

fom that place where 

trees are not life-giving. 


‘Two nights ago, One was here with them 
‘Whose longing love, and pain woke my soul, 
deep-buried, 

Which sleeps through winter, 

smoth-like. 


He isnot here with them now. 
Tam avrake 


‘because I nove 
What the vaice-hearers da not. 


“You come here, but you will not look up. 
You cannot see while you are looking down,” say. 


Apparently they cannot hear either. 


“The broken whispers of leaves 
Jif you beyond this thin vellof earth” 
Theep speaking, 

alive with moonrise 

was not awakened tobe silent. 


‘The voiee-bearers backs are still bent with ilusive burdens. 


“Look up, look up, look up. 
From seods swallowed dead, trees rise holy, 
Roots reach deep and branches high.” 


Aweeping woman among them litsher head, 


“Ah, yes, you too are awake,” 
[say through the wind and the fallen light, pushing away time, 
“You will see, and 

‘you will nat be wrong 

‘when you eal Him Gardener” 


She struck breathes, 
foramoment washed in starlight, 

until she forget 

the shadows are untrue 

Butssoon she wil now Holy Wells nas a master's degre in Haglan iterature 
all that seals ina glimpse {rom Mlusasipt College and taught at Hinds Gommunt 
of moonlight tangled in toes Wy Coleg n Raymond, ais. 


A giftto inspire and inform. 
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JERUSALEM cise 


By Reta Halteman Finger 


ARISKY DONKEY RIDE 


‘About 40 years after the original “Palm 
Sunday" in Jerusalem, the Jewishhistorian 
Josephus wroteahistory called The Wars 
ofthe Jews. Init hedescribed the weleome 
receivedby the Roman Emperor Vespasian, 
WwhenheretumedtoRomesfterdestroying 
Jerusalem and its temple, 

‘TheRomansweresofiredup thatmany 
exited the city to meet him: “The whole 
‘multitude... cameinto theroadand vated 
forhim there” With greatjoy,“they'styled 
him their Benefactor and Savior” 

In contrast, Jesus’ “triumphal entry” 


Our lectionary reflections for April {into Jerusalem parodies the ancient tr 
iaseaeua encompass Palm Sunday and three dition ofavietoriousking weleomed home 
weeks of readings for Easter: I found tohiscity afterabattle Rather than riding 
these seripturesdeeply movingas they a white horse, the Middle Eastern Jesus 
presented Jesus of Nazareth through borrowsadonkey (Matthew212).Although 
different eyes and in different contexts. lange eroelofoutsidersereated apath for 
(One spring many years ago, our small Mennonite church near Chi- him witheloaks and branches, Jerusalem's 
‘eago centered our worship services from Easter to Pentecost on stories citizenshave onestartledresponse: "Whois 
of Jesus! resurrection, It was my frst experience of “Eastertide." and I this?” (verses 10), Buteven his followers 
never forgot it, Each week we focused on a different resurrection ac- do not call him aking: he is “the prophet 
‘count in the New Testament—one from each gospel (two from Luke) ‘Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee” (verse 1), 
‘and 1 Corinthians 15. Comparing different perspectives, our services Ratherthanavietorious weleome such 
/ghlighted the many witnesses oa singular, unexpected event that ean as Vespasian received, Jesus knows he 
help convince us today that this erueified prophet has been resurrected. {s raising the stakes ina land as sharply 
‘and exalted as Messiah and Lord (see Philippians 29-1). divided as our own. He must nonviolently 
‘Two more thoughts: First, in the passages below we unfortunately challenge the corruption that lies at the 
miss the terrifying events after Palm Sunday, during which Jesus con- coreofitsleadership~Caiaphas and other 
{fronts the Powers—both high-priestly and Roman—that want to get rid chief priests who negotiate with Rome 
of this “King ofthe Jews” Jesus was crucified asa political threat. To for their own interests. Jesus of Nazareth 
‘accept the risen Jesus as Lord isto take on the (often political) struggle mowshisdramatiesction willlikely result 
between good and evil in our current contexts inhisexceution,buttohonor God, hemust 
Second, our faith is not just spiritual. Jesus’ bodily resurrection take the risk. 
speaks of the value God places on physical bodies, Though Jesus wae Only after these Jerusalem events 
black-haired and brown-skinned, God loves all shades and shapes of can the “daughter of Zion” go back to her 
bodies. Through Jesus’ resurrection, we catch a glimpse of the age to seriptures and find texts such as Zech- 
‘come. It may indeed be, as CS. Lewis characterizes the new Narnia, ariah 9:9 where “your king is coming to 
‘deeper and more solid than our present age. you, humble, and mounted on adonkey” 


(Matthew 21:5) Or the songof vitory in 


j ; PualmiI8:“Besedistheonewho comes 
lotean Fog, ub07 of Creating ane in Coin ta ew 
erases stil and «aoe ars wctiotig slice Mord ne ot inthe name ofthe Lord. bind the festa 
er Bitle tera eove.com/Reteenaurtone proessonwilbbrances! (see 26-27) 
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Later believers ean sing a hymn to 
their Messiah Jesus (in Philippians 26- 
1), whohad“humbledhimselftothe point 
‘of death’ and then became exalted above 
‘every other human as Lord 


INTIMATE ENCOUNTER 


Unless youhave walked with Jesus during 
this tumultuous week of memorial sup: 
per, anight's strug with flerce tempt 
tion, an arrest, two trials, and an excruci- 
atingexecution, youcannot appreciate the 
‘wonder ofthis Johannine resurrection. 
‘Women feature prominentlyin all resur- 
rection accounts in the gospels, but this 
touching encounter of Mary Magdalene 
‘with Jesus is my favorite. 

Thave often wondered what clothes 
the risen Jesus would have worn coming 
‘out of the tomb, His graveelothes were 
‘carefully left behind. What did he put on? 

Between the lines, [read a solution. 
Before anyone had arrived, Jesus must 
‘have ound the gardener'sshed, withanold 
tunic among the tools. No wonder Mary 
thought he was the gardener (verse 15)! 

Hearing her teacher call her name, 
Mary doesn'teare about worn clothes. In 
this moment, Jesus’ prophecy from John 
10s fulfilled: The Good Shepherd “calls 
his own sheep by name” and “the sheep 
hear his voice" (verse 3) He finally must 
tell Mary not to “cling” to him. 

‘This intimate encounter makes me 
‘wonder ifmany sources behind the fourth 
gospel came from women, They figure 
prominently throughout this narrative, 
‘and Jesus frequently takes on “women's 
‘work’ of feeding people or washing their 
feet. Longago Iread that teenage gris were 
‘often shepherds in that culture 

However, only men could preach 
publicly. Elsewhere, we find Peter doing 
something he never would have imag: 
ined—preaching the resurrection to the 
household ofa gentile Roman centurion! 
‘What miracle did it take for the Jewish 
Peter to open his sermon (Acts 10:34) in 
the presence ofa leader of the occupying 
‘army with “God shows no partiality"! 

‘What'syour favorite resurrection sto 
+? What kind ofresurreetion God do you 
‘worship? 


VALUING THE BODY 


‘Although biblical writers never speak of 
bodily resurrection before 200 BCE, we 
{ind hints of a longing for life everlasting 
in poetry such as Psalm 16, attributed to 
David. “You do not give me up to Sheol 
‘orlet your faithful one see the pit” (verse 
10). Jews of Jesus’ day assumed a general 
bodily resurrection only at theendof time 
(ee Daniel 1231-3) 

Seven weeks after Passover, Peter's 
Pentecost sermon must have shocked his 
‘audience when he used that very psalm to 
‘announcethat a descendantof David-the 
‘one they had crucified, noless—had risen 
‘rom his tomb! But Peter eannot present 
the physical evidence, for Ats1:9 records 
“Jesus ascension toheaven, Wemust turn 
to John 20 for that demonstration. 

‘Many Christians today donot seem to 
believe inbodily resurrection. At funerals, 
Toften hear condolences about the soul or 
spirit ofthe deceased “going to heaven” 
or already with Jesus, But John 20 tells a 
different story, 

‘Therisen Jesus asked Mary Magdalene 
‘not to hold fast to him, implying she had 
rushed toher embodied “Rabbouni" with 
arms wide open (John 20:16). Later the 
same day, Jesus visits a group of disciples 
ina locked house. He proves his identity 
by showing them his hands and side torn 
‘by Roman Weapons (verses 19-20). Aweek 
Iter, with Thomas now present, Jesus 
points to his scars and asks Thomas to 
touch them (verse 27). To me, this looks 
like bodily resurrection! Our Creator God 
‘must highly value our physical bodies of 
all shapes, colors,and genders. 


‘THE RISEN JESUS 

‘TELLS MARY MAGDALENE 
Nor To “cLING” 

0 HIM. 


READING BACKWARD? 


‘That spring Jerusalem didn't need social 
‘media to get the word out. In twos and 
threes and roomful, people were absorb 
{ngaan impossible fact: The prophet Jesus 
of Nazareth crucified and buried, was now 
alive—walking talking. and bearing sears 
‘of mortal wounds on his body. 

‘The city itself buzzed with the news! 
Cleopas and (probably) his wife were walk- 
ing home to Emmaus, trying to figure out 
‘what was trucand what was fake news Lule 
24:13). They were overtaken by a strang: 
fer who knew his scriptures front to back 
(Odily, he used these seriptures to explain 
Ist weekend's events (verses 0-31). Butit 
\wasnotuntilhe wasinvited for supper that 
the pieces ellinto place. The rabbitook the 
bread blessed it, and broke it~and in that 
familiar act they saw his wounded hands. 

All four readings for this Sundayinvite 
reflection onhow the past and present can 
only beunderstoodasan intertined whole 
‘The disciples and seripture writers were 
beginning to weave together the person af 
‘Jesus, now raised from the dead, with the 
Tonged-for Messiah of the Hebrew Bible, 

Psalm 116 reads like someone recover 
ingfroma seriousillness,butit could have 
been Jesus’ first prayer after wakening 
from death. Peter's Pentecost sermon in 
‘Acts 2is peppered with quotations from 
the prophet Joel, psalms of David, and 2 
Samiuel~evidence ofthe discipes’intense 
scripture study over those seven weeks 

‘Years later, the letter of 1 Peter is ad- 
rested toexileslivingin ive provinces of 
theRoman Empire. They are marginalized, 
suffering people who have fled from their 
native villages and arelivingas insecurely 
asrefugeessindundocumentedimmigrants 
today. Amid many assurances of theirhigh 
spiritual status, Pter makes this extrav 
agant statement: “[Cheist] was destined 
before the foundation af the worldbut was 

ed at the end of the ages for your 
sake” (Peter 20in The Jewish Annotated 
‘New Testament) ° 


‘Preaching the Word,” Sojourners! 
online resource for Bible study and 
sermon preparation, 1s avatlable at soo 
net/ptw. 
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A HEARTBEAT AWAY 
FROM A HOT DOG 


By Ed Spivey. 


Whatbettermoment tohavea medical stress test than during 
this ost stressful of times Yes therehavebeen other stress 
periods in our nation’s history. For our “greatest generation, 
itwasPearl Harbor. For their children, twas the last episode 
of Seinfeld. (Yes, we're shallow, but its not our fault. We 
baby boomers were over-loved by the greatest generation, 
Soshame on them!) 

Rutnothingcompares olivingon the brink af war, with a 
planet on fire, and no confidencein ourleadership (especially 
after my sweet dream about President Martin Sheen). These 
days, one wonders why stress ests are given ina medical ofice 
‘when mine could just be inthe kitehen, where physicians 
could simply monitor me as Tread the morning newspaper. 
An EKG tracking my rage sweats before I get to the sports 
page could be useful in determininga treatment plan, which 
should include at least switching to a monthly newspaper 
subscription, iPthere is such athing. 

But when, in the course of human events, you get chest 
pains, you do what the doctor tells you. Which is get on a 
treadmill It seems odd that, in this age of technological in 
novation, such acrude and simple contraption still provides 
the best window into one’s eardiological health. And the 
doctor's procedures are similarly tedious and unchanged. 
start walkingatacomfortable pace, then the doctor increases 
the speed, then alittlemore,andalittle more. Then the angle 
is increased, then alittle more, until I'm gasping for breath 
and convinced of one thing: This doctor i trying to kil me, 


IF ONLY A TREADMILL WOULD 


‘While soothingly repeating “Okay, just 
another minute," tsobvious she wants to 
establish a baseline for my risk of heart 
altackby giving me one. Then, presumably, 
shed say, “Olay, justbefore THAT is when 
we should have stopped. So let that be a 
Iesson to you. [CLEARI] You should only 
exercise ntl you feel tired. [Walt, which 
of these buttons do I push? Ist this one? 
SwoooooshJOLT!l!] Afterall, you can't 
take chances with your health” 
‘Ofcourse, dyingon the treadmill would 
‘mean a lot of paperwork for the medical 
stalf, so they don’t want you to succumb 
fon the premises. In the Lyft on the way 
home, maybe, which would be a different 
‘matter and really none oftheir business. 


Butittumed out my chest pains werestom- 
ach-related, and that 'm actually in good 
‘heart health SoT celebrated with two half 
smokes at the nearby hot dogstand. With 
its delicious near-meat byproducts, this 
small business representstheall-import- 
ant second opinion tothe lifestyle advice 
Inside the medical buildingnext door. I’sa 
reminder tha, even in this deeply troubled 
time, there are two sides to every story. 
‘And comfort food might just be the best 
antidote to daily momenis of stress, 

Our president telling his umpteenth 
lic? Eatacheeseburger. Mitch McConnell 
installing another woefully unqualified 
jurist tothe federalbench? A tub of cookie 
dough wouldbe perfect. My granddaughter 
walking on the handrail of the back deck 
aand~deeming the degree of dificulty in- 
suflicient—doingit with her eyes closed? 
‘Two words: more bacon. 

Buteven the best ffood favorites can't 
dull my rage at the most stressful aspect of 
‘our modern age. Despite the big bowl of 
goldfish erackers in mylap, [ean NOT"lis- 
tentotheentiremessagebecauseourmentt 
hhaschanged”"In this chaotic world. there's 
atleast onething can control Right? « 


Ed Spivey Jeis ar director af sajournars 
magazine 
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